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Dear ¥r. Shields--

In renlying %o your very welcome and csensible letter of Yov.
29-13, which resched us the 2%3rd inst, will say I take genuine plea-
. Sure. This is no joke, I have something to =ay. : ’

‘ Flrg4--1 heartily coinside with your views concerning the use
of sled deer and will act accordingly so fer as within me lies. The
deer busiress is getting to be a big and interesting affair to me.,

You no doubt, have seen better, but we have here, the finest
bunen of sled deer I have seen yet. My, wou ought to have seen us come
from camp yesterdsy. 1I% was an exciting, aye rather perilous, yet
megnificient sight to see the big Government sled deer clip Fifteen
miles down the Muk River and seross the Inlet %o Fainwright, in much
lees time than any of the dogs in the village could hawe nossgibly
‘have made the trip. ' '

i

I wes un end had the boys move the comp five miles 10 the S.7%
on new and hirher ground, prevsratory to fawning season where there is
more mose. T ceaonsider it a grave misteke o winter on the same ground
two yesrs in succession. Have really been kent to busy to learn many
fects personally, concerning these feeding grounds, etc, until recent-
1y. I told some of the boys that I was afraid the moss would be thin
up there on last winter's ground but they thnought not. Joe, (one fel-
low who don't like to get out and dig, although he i1s a good deer man)
said the herd was too big. I revplied that was no reason why they
shouwld want to be running off all the time, nor get poor,dif they had.
plenty of moss. Ségevan is my councilor and right hend man so when he
ceme back from Barrow we telked the matter over and decided tc¢ move..
Boor fellow he got a dose of ptomein in Barrow, edting old wsalrus meat
and hes been on his beek a very sick man since he returned but is mend-
~ing nicely now. fThe boys hated o leave their warm igloos and live
in snow houses, bLut ther were very nice about it and rushed about lozd--
ing their slede, laspoed deer and got off about three o'clock rester-
%?Y—aiternoon; These people are the Lest to mind and do what is told

cypem-l ever saw, and although. they don't do thines T . - timé
they 4o the best they-know-iow.- v . ' .hlngs'prOPSle 2t times,

I have had to oall on every man in tn
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‘The natives say thie hee been the most windy winter they ever
had. Tt has certainly been a fright. For three weeks =t & clip,
without & gaep for bresth Xing Roreas has played & frightful caper.
It wae ebesolutely impoesible to keeh deer togethér oF Lo hunt then,

A number have been frozen. The deer men stuek fotheir business nobly
and 1t 1s touching to see them with their cheeks all frozen in %this
burning, blistering intense cold. There were times when I thought T
gouldn’'t get my breath when on a trip to the herd. We fTound five deer
twenty~five miles below here belonging to Barrow Herd NWo. 1., in a bi
blizzard. T am gled for your sake that vou did not have to make the
trip up here, although we would jump up and down to see you and hadn't
given up hopes until thie letter arrived. :

Last year the natives feiled for some reason, to lay in a store
8 good supply of meat and the result was a scarsity this winter. It
hes been nip and tuek with some %o get enough to est. Having ten or
twelve sdulte enrolled it broke in on our ettendance, for meny dsys
they had to hunt to get enough to eat and keep fheir families.

ow fthe weather hes settled and many seals are being ceught.
Mathen got twenty night beFfore last. Frank and Artie shot ninteen
in one day. I am Just aching to hunt but haven't time.
_ A boy, Alvin, came from Point Franklin, exposed himsel? and
pleurisy is the result. He is a sick boy. Hope he will pull through,
better this A. M,

James sat on the ice while perspiring, heedless of the warnings

I have given against this, snd he has been laid up with pneumonia, and

other complications s& the result. He is walking eround & little now.-

We've certainly had both hands full this winter. Thank God
everybody is mending now, except the chronic T.3. csses of which Dr.
Wetking said there was fiftean snd he didn't get to count them all,
for some were inland. ouite a camyp, eh? We are not kicking. These
people need all the assistance they can get and instruction we can
render them, and I'm sure its freely given, all hours of the day and
night. I know there sre thousands of reople in the States, no better
than we, whom moneyv gould not induce to live here smong these ceses.
Shoulda's wife is about all in. All we ecan 4o is to esse her suffer-
ipg as her spinal column hes buckled. Séephén; “our Govenmnment aprren-
tice, a nmost excellent boy, is shot all to pieces with the T.3..We
feel so sorry for him. He can do verr little at Jemp .now. PFrank was
not here last night so Stephen interpreted for me. His voice fails
him and he is weak and trembly in spite of the tonies and flesh and

blood foods given him. Wé are taking every precsution to. escape thig
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fea rful "white plague” o elves. . ..o
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The difference between an optimist and s pessimist 1is said to
be this -- the former sees the doughnut while the latter sees the

- hole in the doughnut. We ere still of the latter and are living in

hopes that the Government will some sweet day provide T.B. camps for
all acetive cases smong the natives. Separation, to my mind is the
proper solution for the pervetuetion oFf ¥HRIS Péorle. These ceges
living in the igloos among those who are not infeasted simple mekes
them 7.B. incubsgtors. T refrain from rutting on paper some conditions
we found on our way to Rarrow. : _ , '
You hit the né%l on the head when you speak of our natives. buy-
ing lumber and building themselves sanitary houses. I would offer as
a suggeéstion, thet a young lumber yeard be left iX ¢hafge of éaeh and
every fteacher to be exchanged for money received from the sale of fox
skins as you state through Vr. Lopp. Don't you think it would be a
zood thing if all our natives up here would send their fox skins out
by mail to Mr. Lopp? Mr. Orem and I are getting our natives emanci-
rated from the C¢.S.W. & T. Co., at Barrow, which has manipulated and
nearly owned them body and soul for vears. Thelr scheme hss been to
keep them in debt from one sesson to the other &6 the natives would
be obliged to take their skins there at any old price the Co., saw
it to give, charging any price suitabie for the-articles in exchange.
~Am trying to have our Weinwright natives get out of debt so they will
be free to gell their skine where they can get the highest prices for
them. We like Cmams and are sorry they are going out '
- APy » : | o
‘ We have a good school, and would have many more scholars, who
would iike to come, but there is no room for them here. Two of my
soholars have to leave for Pt. Belcher tomorrow because they have no
Place to stay. - Think of sixteen people living in those two rooms of
~James house this winter. Have asked him to swing his beds up against
the wall and cut a lamger ventilatiomw. '

L3

I would be gled 46 go to Iey Cape and hold school if condidions
would meke it permissable. 4m glad you leave the matter to ny Jjudg-
~ment. T doubt the expediency of going down for two ressons. Pirst---

the netives are planning whaling on a vigorous scale this year, all
the boys and girls thet can hendle dogs and slede will be used at Icy
Care, Metlatevik and "ainwright, to hsul meat and blubber from far
out on the ice, to shore to be stored. This will leave very few to
attend school. fecond---" The cosl business is going to keep one of

us here, yet had you saig "go" we would have dropped everything snd
. gone. e o ' : T .

o ,,The bills. of sale I am sending are for a frame house which
Dick and Jesse would mot live in, so I advised

sharlie to buy it with . .

malelreinddeiis

o fawiiG »Jesse received two; ik one and theiy
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sister, Annie, one. TDon't know whether I will be able to get hers
back from Pt. Franklin or not in time to send in this mail. I made
these out for valuation of house instead of mentioning house on the
Bills of ESals. 1Is th's correct? We couldn't afford to let a
sguare foot of floor space go unoccupied owing to the congested con-
.ditiong of the igloos. '

How re the coal.

I think all our natives burn cosl now. Althoupgh they ell
haven't suitable stoves in which to burn it. They buy cosl stoves
‘readily with coal and I trust by another year they will all have been
supplied. There is no pldce here to store coal rrior to shinment for
protection from the elements. It deteriorates rapidly with heat and
moisture, so it is up to me to bulld a coal shed on the bank out of
the lumber here, to save the hundredsof sacks of coal which T have
noved off the beach above high water merk after the Transit, (which was
to tske i1t to Xotzebue) was beached. T expect to have twelve to
fifteen hundred ssaeks for transportation next summer. u;¢a%§gwa3kﬁqwh
LA VI ' _ .

The cosl i1s burning towerds the besch and this is only where

4% orops out a few places along the river benk. It does not burn far
under ground. ‘

The coal is full of seams and when an undergutrts-made you ecan
nit it a tap and the entire mass will fall breaking in many pisces. :
It is ¢quite warm when it comes out and emits 2 ges which T fesr would '
preclude the possibility of driving a shaft unless some means of ar- :
tificiel ventilation were installed. Some of the men were pertly
shit in by a falling masss of dirt over the entrance, before our ar-
rival las¥y yesr, and they tell me, "they were died Tfor awhile.™ The
roof is mud and the vein so thin, 15 or 20 inches, that so much desad
work would have %o be done that it would not pay to timber it. They
say there 18 a lsrger vein further up the river whieh I will investi-
gate. ¥r. Shaver steked the coal down this way but did not stake +he
larger vein they tell me sbomt. The tremendous amount of drifted
snow mekes it impossible to ¢dperate these mines in winter. T have no

difficulty inggetting them to mine coal when they can get it out
readily.

The schooner??is a very dangerous creft. T discourage its use
on the sea. £he ie flat bottomed and esn'+ be held to tack against
en off shore wind. Am afraid the boys get loet with it. When she is
loaded she works, and the swells openg§ up the seams. Mr. Bates went
with the boys to Iey Cape with a load of eoal. T don't think he
eould be induced to make the second trip. “hev were all very mmeh

hedszHedatorballshersout s frequently " She -k
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ballast to go over the lagoon to the cosl mine to keep her right side
up. Its too bad for a good schooner could have been built with the
lumber that was put into thie one. The boys say the (Government row

e boat here, "he wants all the time to turn over."

We'll fix the schooner and they may use it on the inlet and
‘river. We put it off the ground on =0ild timbereg last fall., Wish we
had a power schooner here. This 1s reslly whet it needs and then coal
could bHe distributed both ways at a minimum expenditure, also hrought
and stored here for duture emergencies.

From facts T have gleaned I consider that man, Samuel Xan-z-ook
at Tey Cave, a bad native and dmngerous to run at large. I understand
the mershall is on hie way up %o investigale him. His own daunghter
had & child to him which was bYorn here and fed to the dogs. She died

- 0f grief. He is now living with a half breed girl, Susie, from Pt.
Yope, that is,she lives in his house. Capt. Backland is unfortun-
ate in having such s man in cherge of his business there. The natives
are afraid of him. "

: Our Republic ig doing fine work. Wish vou could see the im-

g provenent. ™e have cquite & financial system, Banking business, De-

| posit books and slips, receipts, given and taken-- checks have %o be
properly executed %o make withdrawals. Ther carry on their regular
weekly and monthly meeting in parlimentarv order.  This is developing
them along many lines. They have beoome more communicative and self
reliant. Yes, we are figuring on a plan of extending the Renublie to
the entire village, eliminaeting the finaheial part of it.

e hold village meetings in which we %talk on sanitation and
discuss malters concerning the welfare of %he village, but to »put
them in the Republic will please them very much we think.

Well,time would fail me fto tell you many items of interest.
Phillip the one-legged man, for example, he's the greatest chap I ever
saw, and accomplishes more on one leg than 9G out of 100 do with both.
He is a msrvel to drive a dog team over the great pressure ridges of
great cakes of ice pitched every way and never lose his seat on the
sled rail on his stub. I had to let my sled go any old way %0 save
my neck and &% the same time he wae slways right side up with care.

I 7elled many times, "Phillip your alright, I take. my parika off to
youl '

Now T doubt whether you will ever want me to tire you agein with
such a lengthy epistle. -

7e would almost infer from & report from Sinuk, that we were
fugitives from justice and dirty ones at that.
eady-at-anystime*to meet~any -one

, - er anythi
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