FINDING OF TRADITIONAL LAW BY THE SITKA (TRIBAL) COURT OF ELDERS

This court, having considered the question of tribal and clan

jurisdiction over children born to the female descendents of members of the several clans comprising the Sitka Indian Tribe, finds:

Under the Traditional Indian law of Southeast Alaska there is no question as to the jurisdiction and responsibility for children of female clan members.  Traditional law holds 

"Children of female members of a clan are children of the clan regardless of where or under what circumstances they may be found.  Clan membership does not wash off, nor can such membership be removed by any force, or any distance, or over time.  Even in death clan membership continues, and in re-birth is it renewed."

Therefore this Court holds that children of female members of the

several clans of this Tribe never leave the jurisdiction of this Court,

and that the responsibility of the clans for the children of the clans

comprising this tribe shall remain under all circumstances, and further, that clan membership can neither be changed or removed, even in death.

"SITKA TRIBAL COURT OF ELDERS", as cited in the Sitka Tribal Court decision/ Hepler v. Perkins/,  13  Indian L.Rep. (May 1986),  Chief Judge William Brady 

